HINDU FESTIVALS                             169
was formed in the midst of which, squatted down on the ground, were several Brahmin priests who performed the ceremony. A naked sword was held up by one, the hilt resting on the ground and pointing upwards, This sword was kept in the temple as the one, or as representing the one, with which Durga slew the demon and to it worship was performed. A priest sprinkled it with water, pinches of kunkama1 powder and other things. The celebrant meanwhile repeated verses or mantrams in a rapid voice; but the noise made his voice almost inaudible. No one seemed to pay much attention to what he said. The dancing girls then began their usual monotonous singing and contortions. I could not but reflect, with much sadness, that such religion and worship are supposed to be an acceptable service to God. Truly they worship they know not what. " They have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save." (Isaiah xlv. 20.)
The following are the words enjoined by the Pura-nas to be said by the priest at the conclusion of the household worship performed at Hindu festive seasons. They will serve to indicate the motive ^hich actuates those who observe the various festivals, and so may fitly conclude this chapter.
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"Whosoever observes this rite With care and with a devout mind, Will be freed from all his sins, And will inherit heaven. He will realize all his desires By the favour of the great God."
1 Ante, p. 11.